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→ Terrorism and the Taiwan Independence Movement by Joseph Martin
Part 2. Basic Coding
Aliases: No additional aliases
Group Formation: What is the earliest year the group was active? 1970
Group End: What is the last year the group was active? ~2017 (WUFI 2017) Why did it
stop using political violence? Probably because of the death of the prominent, so-called
“pioneer of independence” for Taiwan, Ng Chiau-tong (Taipei Times, 2011)
Part 3. Narrative
Group Formation
The World United Formosans for Independence formed as a merger between the
student-based United Formosans for Independence and expatriates including the United
Young Formosans for Independence in Tokyo the United Young Formosans for
Independence in America in 1970 (Wang 1998; Ling and Austin 2015). It first came to
attention as a violent group in April 1970 when Huang Wen-Hsiung and Cheng Tzu-Tsai,
two Taiwan-born Chinese individuals and brothers-in-law, ran towards China's Vice
Premier, Chiang Ching-Kuo with a gun, in an attempt to assassinate him during a Far
East-America Council of Commerce and Industry meeting in the United States (GTD
2018). The attempt was quickly suppressed and failed (GTD 2018).

WUFI’s stated political aims are to establish an independent Taiwan that is completely
autonomous from China (Wang 1998; MIPT 2008; Ling and Austin 2015; Yeh 2016). .
They are ideologically nationalist due to their desire to break away and achieve
independence from China for the Taiwanese people. Since the 1970 assassination
attempt, this group has primarily operated as a non-violent Taiwanese independence
movement. peacefully attempted to push for Taiwanese independence.
Geography
In their 1970 assassination attempt, Chiang was targeted during the Far-East America
Council of Commerce and Industry in New York City (GTD 2018). According to their
official website, the group works with Taiwanese independence movements throughout
the world in areas such as Japan, Europe, Canada, and the US to garner support for
their cause and form alliances. Movements in each of these areas are combined to
create their organization, which occurred starting from their first attack in 1970 (World
United Formosans for Independence 2017).
Organizational Structure

The founder and president of the organization was originally Chai Trong-rong (MIPT
2008). The group primarily recruited through colleges (Ling and Austin 2015). Ng
Chiau-Tong was chairman and leader from 1995-2011 (Taipei Times, 2011) The founder
of this organization is most likely Huang Wen-Hsiung, one of the assailants against the
KMT leader, Chiang. (GTD 2018). The WUFI seems to have a company-like structure in
terms of leadership, with Chairmen leading the “group” and being replaced as each pass
away. (Taipei Times, 2011).
The majority of the members are international Taiwanese students, with most support
coming from students in the US and Japan (MIPT 2008).Two of WUFI’s most prominent
members include Huang Wen-Hsiung and Cheng Tzu-Tsai, both both of whom
committed the assassination attempt of the KMT leader, Chiang (GTD 2018).
External Ties

The WUFI has formed many alliances with pro-independence Taiwan organizations. But
they are currently joined with various international countries and their movements to
support Taiwan independence such as in Canada, China, Japan, the US, and elsewhere
(WUFI 2017). The group formed as a merger between the student-based the United
Formosans for Independence and the United Young Formosans for Independence in

America (Wang 1998; Ling and Austin 2015). Chai Trong Rong established the
Formosan Association for Public Affairs in 1982 (Ling and Austin 2015).
After the DPP’s formation, some members defected from WUFI to the DPP because of
the DPP’s different political approach (Ling and Austin 2015).
Group Outcome

After the 1970 attempted assassination, Huang Wen-Hsing was exiled from Taiwan for
26 years (MIPT 2008). In general, the group has received pushback from authorities
both in Taiwan and other countries. In 1991, the head of the North American branch of
WUFI was arrested by unspecified officials (Minorities at Risk 1991). Other WUFI
members were arrested and harassed throughout the 1990s (Ling and Austin 2015). The
group’s calls for democracy and independence had a limited effect; their movement has
lost support as Taiwan has democratized d(MIPT 2008).
After the assassination attempt in 1970, the group did not conduct any other violent
attacks (GTD 2018). In 2011, their chairman and the so-called ‘pioneer of independence’
Ng Chiau-Tong died (Taipei Times, 2011). However, WUFI continued as a relatively
active nonviolent organization, pushing for Taiwanese Independence as late as 2017
(MIPT, 2008; WUFI 2017).
Notes for Iris:
-the assassination attempt is the only violent attack attributed to this group
-re: the consequences of the assassination attempt are unclear whether it’s self-exiled or
by the country
II.

DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE PARTY
Torg ID: 1688
Min. Group Date: 1992
Max. Group Date: 1992
Onset: NA
Aliases: None
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Part 2. Basic Coding
Aliases: No additional aliases
Group Formation: What is the earliest year the group was active? 1986 (Ling and Austin
2015)
Group End: What is the last year the group was active? Why did it stop using political
violence? 1992 - first and only episode of electoral violence. They are still active and one

of the main political parties in Taiwan, with the Presidency and control of the unicameral
Legislative Yuan until 2018. (Tapei Times, 2016; Channel NewsAsia 2016)
Part 3. Narrative
Group Formation

Hsu Jung-shu, along with 132 others and 18 on the organizing committee, founded the
Democratic Progressive Party in Taiwan in September 1986 (Britannica 2011; Ling and
Austin 2015). The group’s formation as a political party was in response to the
declaration of Martial Law from 1949-1987, which led to a suppression of many various
democratic rights such as the banning of new political parties, freedom of the press, and
many others. The group aimed to contest legislative elections but was initially banned
from participating in politics due to the ‘illegal’ nature of their group (Ling and Austin
2015; Global Security n.d.). Their first “attack” was on the Nationalist Party in Taiwan in
December of 1992, in which they damaged aspects of the property in the offices of this
party. (GTD 2018). They emerged as a group in opposition to the nationalist one-party
rule of the KMT. Their main goals and political aims reflect democratic liberal values such
as self-determination and independence of individuals and from mainland China,
increases in democratic values and practices, protection and advancement of natural
rights, equality, checks and balances, a reformed justice system, and many others
(World Affairs 1993).
Geography
This group primarily operates in Taiwan as a political party, with operations and influence
throughout the nation. (Ling and Austin 2015; van der Horst 2016; Global Security n.d.).
Organizational Structure

The group is primarily a political party. As of current times, the DPP in Taiwan has
around 420,000 official members, most of whom consist of working-class members and
individuals in Taiwan (Global Security n.d.). Their selection and election processes and
representation practices reflect their goals for a more democratic Taiwan. Their national
congress nominates and elects 30 individuals to the executive committee, whom then
elect 10 individuals for the Central Standing Committee, and the Central Review
Committee, which consists of 11 members. The entire party is led by the chairman, who
is elected by members of the Party (as of 1997), who then appoints some other leaders.
Additionally, in the party, there are various groups and sectors created, each of whom
work to build or focus on one specific aspect of the DPP’s goals. (Global Security N.D.).
The group’s founder is Hsu Jung-shu, who along with 132 others and 18 on the

organizing committee, founded the Democratic Progressive Party in Taiwan in
September of 1986. (Focus Taiwan, N.D.)
External Ties
The DPP is involved in many alliances with groups that share similar political aims and
ideologies–advocacies for social progress and liberalism–as showcased through their
membership with Liberal International (located in London) (Liberal International, N.D.)
and founding of the Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats (Council on Asian Liberals
and Democrats, N.D.). However, it mostly operates within Taiwan to promote its focus on
domestic goals (Britannica, 2011).
Group Outcome
Even though they have drifted away from the violent acts that were committed in the
earlier years of the party, the DPP still remains active as one of the two major parties in
Taiwan Their modern shift has consisted of winning representation for their views and
policies in Taiwan’s government. The 2016 election saw the group win significantly with
their control of the Presidency and one of the legislative houses (Taipei Times, 2016;
Channel NewsAsia 2016). After their one incident in 1992, there hasn’t been a reported
attack of violence from the DPP (GTD 2018).
Notes for Iris:
-this is just a violent political party that got involved in an episode of electoral violence
-during this period in Taiwan the main government was banning a lot of political parties, limiting
freedom of the press, and limiting political competition → this created the opportunity for the
DPP to form

